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God promised. God delivered. 

—Galatians 4:4-7 

During this Christmas season I’m reminded again how the way the commercial world does Christmas and the way 
the church does Christmas are pretty much opposite from each other.  

The commercial world starts to ramp up for Christmas already in October, with Christmas decorations starting to 
appear on the shelves of retailers even before the Halloween candy gets put away. Then around the middle of 
November local radio stations start to play Christmas music to get people into the holiday spirit. Black Friday, the 
day after Thanksgiving, is the “official” start of the shopping season, and everything continues to build until the big 
day, a day for unwinding with family and football. And then it’s done. Over. Finished. No more Christmas the day 
after. Just 365 shopping days until next Christmas. 

Our focus in church is really very different. Before Christmas we celebrate Advent, and we look forward to Jesus’ 
coming, both as the baby in Bethlehem and to his second coming at the end of time. Our anticipation builds as we 
prepare our hearts in humble confession and repentance to meet Jesus with a pure heart, and then on Christmas 
Day in church we let fly with a big festival celebration. You know about the Twelve Days of Christmas (four calling 
birds, three French hens, etc.), right? In church the Twelve Days of Christmas start on Christmas Day, and the 
celebration continues into the New Year, and we don’t get to twelve drummers drumming until January 5, the day 
before Epiphany. (So today we’re on “five golden rings.”) But it all started on Christmas Day with the start of the 
big celebration—and do we ever have reason to celebrate! Christ is born! God has come in the flesh to rescue his 
people and deliver us from bondage to sin and slavery to hell. He comes with grace and truth to forgive us our 
sins. Jesus is here to set us free!  

I realize at this point that all of us might be a little “Christmased out.” After all, we do live in a world that has been 
hustling for the holidays for a good month and a half, but I invite you to use this post-holiday down time to really 
stop and reflect and marvel and celebrate where we’re at on this Sunday after Christmas, as we consider these 
powerful words from Galatians 4: “When the time had fully come, God sent his Son.” 

Do you know how long God’s people had to wait for the fulfillment of God’s first promise of a Savior—from the 
time God spoke the first promise in the Garden of Eden until the Savior actually was born? It was at least 4,000 
years! Then sometime later God spoke to Abraham and promised that in his offspring all the nations of the earth 
would be blessed. But it was another 2,000 years before that promise would be fulfilled. King David wrote many of 
the psalms—some of them Messianic psalms that would be fulfilled in Jesus, the king who would rule on David’s 
throne—but when David wrote his psalms there were still 1,000 years to go before great David’s greater son 
would be born. All through the years faithful believers watched and waited and wondered when the Christ would 
be born. Judah groaned in exile, captive in Babylon, and people pleaded for deliverance. Then at the end of the 
Old Testament the mouths of the prophets were silent, and there were 400 silent years where there was nothing 
from the prophets. We are talking a long, long time of waiting! People may have thought, “Is it ever going to 
happen? Is God ever going to fulfill his promises? Is the Messiah ever going to come?” There were even prophets 
in the Old Testament who complained to God: “Don’t you see how wicked the world is? How long are you going to 
let this continue to go on?” Still God’s people waited and hoped. 

But God had promised. And God always delivers on his promises. “When the time had fully come, God sent his 
Son.” 

We say that hindsight is 20/20, and looking back on that time in history we can see how it was the perfect time for 
God to send his Son into the world. It was a time of widespread peace in the Roman Empire. The Romans had 
built an efficient system of roads, so commerce could travel freely and news could spread quickly. Centuries 
earlier God had laid a foundation for the Greek language to be widely used, so that Good News of a Savior 
coming out of a little province called Palestine where they spoke Aramaic would be spread throughout a Roman 
Empire where they used Latin but would be written in the common commercial language of Greek. The New 
Testament was written in Greek. There other reasons why it was the perfect time for God’s Son to enter the world, 
but the bottom line is: God is the Master of history. Everything was perfectly placed, the stage was perfectly set 
for the fulfillment of God’s promises. God promised. God delivered. 

And what did God deliver? Paul points out specifically two things that God delivered: (1) Redemption from the 
curse of the law; and (2) the full rights of sons.  

“God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law.” You and I have a very serious 
problem. We are born, we live, and we die under law—under man’s law, but more importantly under God’s law. 
God’s moral law is God’s eternal will, what’s right and what’s wrong. It is inflexible. It is absolute. Obedience to 



God’s law is not optional. Breaking the law is called sin. The one who sins violates God. The one who sins 
separates himself from God. The one who sins dies. You and I don’t have a choice as to whether we want to 
submit to God’s law or not. We are under God’s law, we are subject to God’s law, and that’s the last word. God 
makes the rules because God is God. Our problem is that we have completely, utterly shattered God’s law. We 
have sinned countless times in our thoughts, our words and our actions. Our sins are deadly serious, eternally 
serious. If the curse of our sin is not removed we will be judged, found guilty, and sentenced to eternal fire. Our 
tragic natural condition is that once we have broken God’s law even once and violated God’s holy will, there is no 
way for us to un-ring that bell. We cannot undo a sin or make up for a sin or pay for our sin or cleanse ourselves 
from the stain of our sin. Once we have sinned we become slaves to what we have done, and the curse of the law 
hangs over us like a sword just waiting to fall. 

God sent his Son to redeem us from the law, from the curse of the law, from the death sentence of sin. Jesus was 
born of a woman, subject to God’s own law, and he obeyed the law. Every law. He perfectly obeyed God’s moral 
law in his thoughts, in his words, in his actions. He was always perfectly devoted to his Father. His heart was 
always loving, his words were always true and exactly what people needed to hear, and his actions were always 
in perfect agreement with his Father’s will. He redeemed us from the curse of our sin first by becoming our 
Righteousness—our perfect Substitute under the law—and then by becoming our curse, by taking our curse upon 
himself and suffering in our place all the punishment that we by our sins have deserved. Jesus endured God’s 
eternal wrath. Jesus spilled his holy, precious blood as the payment for sinners to redeem us, to buy us back from 
our slavery, to remove the stain of our guilt, and to remove the sentence of death that hung over us. Through 
Jesus’ perfect life and through Jesus’ innocent death, you are forgiven. 

So along with forgiveness comes another thing that God promised and God delivered to you with Jesus: We have 
the full rights of sons. We have to explain this one just a little bit because there’s an important cultural connection 
to life in the apostle’s day that we can miss if we don’t understand what the apostle is saying here. When Paul 
speaks of “the full rights of sons” he’s referring to a privileged place in the family. Among the Galatians many 
educated, professional families had servants or slaves as part of their households. Some were responsible for 
raising the children, escorting them to school, making sure the children learned good manners. A slave could be 
very valuable, highly trusted, involved with important aspects of finance, maintenance or managing the 
household, but he was still a slave, and there were always two things a slave lacked: freedom and family 
privilege. Jesus redeemed us from slavery to the law to give us freedom from sin’s curse, and Jesus gave us “the 
full rights of sons,” a privileged place in God’s family. You are no longer a slave. You are a privileged child of God. 

And Paul tells us just how privileged you are as a child of God: you have the Spirit of Jesus living in your heart, 
and through his Spirit you call out, “Abba, Father.” Abba is the Aramaic word for father, but it speaks to a very 
personal, intimate connection. A little child might call his father Daddy or Papa, and an adult might refer to his 
Father as Dad. You have a privileged place in God’s family, and that includes the privilege of coming to your dear 
heavenly Father through Jesus with every confidence that God loves you, cherishes you, and welcomes you with 
open arms. You are no longer a slave but a son. And if you have that privileged place in God’s family, then you 
are also an heir, with all the inheritance that God has promised you: his grace and peace now, and heaven 
eternally. God promised. God delivered. 

Now let’s look at all this from our perspective.  We live in a world of broken promises. Marriage promises are 
broken. Confirmation vows are broken. Contracts are broken. People who promise to pay back loans somehow 
forget they made a promise. When it comes to promises it’s easy to become jaded or cynical, because we see all 
kinds of examples of people promising and then not delivering. But Jesus guarantees that it is different with God. 
God promised, and the Messiah came. God promised, and our Redeemer set us free from slavery to sin. And he 
has promised that he will come again to rescue us from our exile in this world and to take his people home to be 
with him. That was 2,000 years ago. We look around, and we can see plenty of evidence that we’re living in the 
last days. God’s people plead, “Come, Lord Jesus! Come quickly and deliver us!” 

Well, God has promised, and God will deliver. The celebration we enjoy now at Christmas is just a little taste of 
what’s waiting for us with Jesus, when we celebrate with all of God’s family in heaven forever. God promises. God 
delivers. Let the Christmas celebration continue! Amen. 


